
COURSE SYLLABUS
World Religions

REL 2300

Online Instruc�on

Fall 2023 8-Week-1 (0625)

View How to be a Successful Student (Syllabus Addendum) which provides details about success factors and links to the most current
version of fluid informa�on, such as the academic calendar.

WELCOME

Humani�es and liberal arts classes help students understand the human condi�on through the lens of religion, philosophy, art and music.
Religion courses introduce students to the many dimensions of human experiences while exposing them to different cultures. At SPC,
students will gain insight as they study religious tradi�ons and examine the different perspec�ves of world religions. 

INSTRUCTOR

Name: Marc Unger

Email: unger.marc@spcollege.edu 

http://www.spcollege.edu/addendum/
mailto:unger.marc@spcollege.edu


Phone: 727-398-8495

Office Location & Hours: https://web.spcollege.edu/instructors/id/unger.marc/OFC/ 

Instructor Web Page: https://web.spcollege.edu/instructors/id/unger.marc/BIO/ 

DEAN

Name: Dr. Barbara Hubbard

Office Loca�on: Clearwater, CR 154C

Office Phone Number: (727) 394-6011

Email: hubbard.barbara@spcollege.edu 

WEBSITE

Link: Department of Humani�es and Fine Arts

COURSE INFORMATION

Course Descrip�on 

This course examines the general characteris�cs of the major religions of the world. Topics include the nature of religion, Indigenous
Religions, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Shinto, Chris�anity, Islam and New Religious
Movements. Each is examined in its cultural context, how basic human concerns are addressed, the way purpose for life is defined, and
the uniqueness of religious prac�ce. This course par�ally sa�sfies the wri�ng requirements outlined in the General Educa�on and
Enhanced World View Requirements. 

Course Goals & Objec�ves

1. The student will describe the major religions of the world by:
    a. iden�fying the cultural tradi�on associated with each religion.
    b. naming the important leaders associated with each religion.
    c. associa�ng each religious tradi�on with its geographical se�ng.
    d. lis�ng the dominant beliefs and prac�ces of each religion.

https://web.spcollege.edu/instructors/id/unger.marc/OFC/
https://web.spcollege.edu/instructors/id/unger.marc/BIO/
mailto:steele.jonathan@spcollege.edu
http://www.spcollege.edu/humanities/


2. The student will explain the rela�onship between cultural mores and religious prac�ce by:
    a. summarizing the influence of a religion tradi�on on a culture.
    b. comparing the prac�ces of various religions with cultural tradi�ons.
    c. iden�fying the shared features of world religions.
    d. dis�nguishing the ethical impact of religion on culture.

3. The student will iden�fy the way religion contributes to social unity and integrity by:
    a. assessing how various religions view the way humans relate to nature.
    b. analyzing the impact of religion on the structure of society.
    c. evalua�ng the role religions play in providing order and cultural stability.
    d. ci�ng the influence religion has on ordering life-cycle events.

4. The student will analyze basic religious concepts by:
    a. iden�fying the ways the "sacred" is delineated.
    b. comparing how religions define the nature of humans and the human dilemma.
    c. dis�nguishing and contras�ng the various goals of each religion.
    d. summarizing the worldview presented by each religion.

5. The student will compare and contrast various types of religious experience in both Eastern and Western cultures by:
    a. describing various rituals and evalua�ng the impact of the experience.
    b. lis�ng the major fes�vals of each religion and how they represent differing beliefs and world views.
    c. iden�fying the varie�es of religious experience and how they differ between cultures.
    d. examining the effec�veness of ritual as an expression of belief.

Prerequisites: Dev Level 2 Wri�ng Met or sa�sfactory score on the SPC placement test.

Approved Course Outline

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK & FIRST DAY INCLUSIVE ACCESS PROGRAM INFORMATION

Required Textbook: Van Voorst, Robert. RELG: World. 4th Edi�on, Cengage Learning, 2020.
(Found in the "Textbook Access" module in the "Course Content")

This course is part of the First Day Inclusive Access Program. First Day is a partnership between Barnes & Noble College, SPC and the
Publisher to bring your course materials to you through MyCourses at the lowest price in the marketplace, on the first day of class. You
have the op�on to opt out of the program within the first week of class if you want to purchase your materials elsewhere. Op�ng out of
the program is likely to cause you to pay a higher rate. SPC will bill your student account at the discounted price a�er the opt-out deadline

http://www.curricunet.com/stpetersburg/reports/course_outline_pdf.cfm?courses_id=7748


passes. If you are using a 3rd party vendor for your course materials and are Chapter 31, Voca�onal Rehabilita�on, Dual Enrollment, etc.
we will bill the 3rd party vendor for you.

If you are only taking one course using Cengage, then staying opted-in in the First Day Inclusive Access Program is the best value.  If you
are taking more than one course using Cengage, you may consider op�ng out of the First Day program and purchasing Cengage
Unlimited from the Bookstore or Cengage directly at www.cengage.com/unlimited. Cengage Unlimited is a subscrip�on that includes all
Cengage digital materials for one price. Click here to see more informa�on about Cengage Unlimited. If you have Cengage Unlimited, use
these instruc�ons to access the eText for this course: Cengage Unlimited Instruc�ons.

Customer Care Contact Informa�on

Customer Care is available to help students with ques�ons about accessing their course material, using their eTextbook, or op�ng-out or
in to the First Day program.

Customer Care hours of opera�on are 12:00am Monday - 1:00am Saturday EST
Phone assistance is available Monday - Friday, 9:00am - 9:00pm EST

Student Experience Video: h�ps://youtu.be/y0BTzxdehcU 

Link to Customer Care website and FAQs: h�ps://�nyurl.com/firstdayfaq 

Open a �cket Online for the Customer Care team: h�ps://�nyurl.com/customercarerequest

Email the Customer Care team: bookstorecustomercare@bncollege.com

Call the Customer Care team: 1-844-9-EBOOKS (1-844-932-6657)

 

Ques�ons? Contact your SPC Bookstore First Day Team

Tiffany Harrison       sm8047@bncollege.com

LEARNER SUPPORT

View the Learning Resources site.

View the Accessibility Services site.

View the Academic Support site.

View the Student Services site.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cengage.com%2Funlimited&data=05%7C01%7CUnger.Marc%40spcollege.edu%7Cfd0547afafa447413b9e08da2b79ff58%7C575038c8ac704295810e0df79c005f41%7C0%7C0%7C637870100247399416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DGUkSjVKT0BiUwXBU2caa8bP5v36KRVZ6riBFoCApTo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cengage.com%2Funlimited%2F&data=05%7C01%7CUnger.Marc%40spcollege.edu%7Cfd0547afafa447413b9e08da2b79ff58%7C575038c8ac704295810e0df79c005f41%7C0%7C0%7C637870100247399416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BCauLhKosORL8BPwIxsGkECYRp46Oc3qp6GtvhuXLjM%3D&reserved=0
https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/content/enforced/260422-DEV_REL2300_UNGER_0580/Begin%20Here/Cengage%20Unlimited%20Instructions.pdf?isCourseFile=true
https://youtu.be/y0BTzxdehcU
https://tinyurl.com/firstdayfaq
https://tinyurl.com/customercarerequest
mailto:bookstorecustomercare@bncollege.com
mailto:sm8047@bncollege.com
https://spcollege.libguides.com/studentsneedtoknow
http://www.spcollege.edu/accessibility/
http://www.spcollege.edu/support/
https://www.spcollege.edu/current-students/student-affairs


IMPORTANT DATES

Course Dates, Drop Date, and Withdrawal Date: Academic Calendar

Financial Aid Dates: View the Financial Aid Dates site.

STUDYING RELIGION

Religion can be a very passionate and controversial subject. In this course, it is important that there be an exchange of ideas about a
theme or religious tradi�on while accep�ng difference of opinion from others. Please avoid being smug, sarcas�c, or judgmental about
another person's religion or non-religion. No one should be here to cri�cize, convert, or demean others; nor should you expect anyone to
defend his/her religion or lack of religion in your discussion conversa�ons. It is also important to understand that each religion has
examples of pious and good people who are wonderful examples of the faith; however, each religion also has its share of "bad apples"
who are not immune from the baser side of humanity's character spectrum. Like our ac�ons, character itself is a choice.  

In this course, we will approach each religion in an academic scholarly way. This involves understanding the terms and concepts
associated with an academic study or religion. Each student should acquire a knowledge base of diverse religious tradi�ons that includes
founders, major divisions, scriptures, myths, rituals, ethics, and concepts of sacred reality and experience. With this understanding you
should be able to describe how religious tradi�ons contribute to an understanding of people, cultures, na�ons, and art.

This class will require a significant amount of reading, wri�ng, and studying. It is a good idea to plan a rou�ne that works with the course
calendar to stay on top of the work. If you do not set aside �me for your academic pursuits, who will?

ATTENDANCE

View the college-wide a�endance policy included in How to be a Successful Student.

For this class, please note the difference between a�endance and ac�ve par�cipa�on. Ge�ng online and ac�ve in the course during the
first week is very important. You should set aside �me to read the syllabus and familiarize yourself with the course pla�orm. A�endance
will be taken for the first two weeks of class. During this �me, a�ending class in the virtual environment means comple�ng the
Orienta�on Quiz and the first Discussion Board Ac�vity (see the Calendar for due dates). Ac�ve par�cipa�on in this class is also required
at the 60% mark of the semester. The week following the last day to withdraw with a “W” is the �me period in which Administra�on will
give a grade of “WF” for all students in this par�cular course who have not completed the Mid-Term Exam. Please keep these important
milestones in mind.

https://www.spcollege.edu/calendar/
https://go.spcollege.edu/refunddates/
https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/content/enforced/260422-DEV_REL2300_UNGER_0580/Begin%20Here/Time%20Schedule.pdf
http://www.spcollege.edu/addendum/


GRADING

Grading Scale

A = 90 – 100%
B = 80 – 89%
C = 70 – 79%
D = 60 – 69%
F = 0 – 59%

Requirements & Grading

The final semester grade will be an average of 510 points as distributed below. Please note that you must complete the 2 Wri�ng
Assignments (with passing scores) in order to get a "C" in the course. In other words, even if you have the necessary points to earn a "C"
in the course, if you did not complete both of the Wri�ng Assignments with passing grades, you would receive a "D" or "F" grade in the
course. Here are the values associated with the various assignments: 

Orienta�on Quiz: 1 @ 10 points = 10 points
Module Quizzes: 13 @ 10 points each = 130 points
Discussions: 5 out of 6 @ 30 points each = 150 points
Wri�ng Assignments: 2 @ 60 points each = 120 points
Exams: 2 @ 50 points each = 100 points

ASSIGNMENTS

Refer to the �me schedule for all assignment due dates: Time Schedule.

Orienta�on Quiz (1 @ 10 points = 10 points total)

There will be one orienta�on quiz consis�ng of 10 mul�ple-choice ques�ons rela�ng to informa�on from the course syllabus, assignment
instruc�ons (quizzes, discussions, wri�ng assignments, and exams), and the naviga�on of the course pla�orm. You can complete this quiz
as many �mes as you like. This is the only quiz that can be a�empted mul�ple �mes. 

Module Quizzes (13 @ 10 points each = 130 points total)

https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/content/enforced/260422-DEV_REL2300_UNGER_0580/Begin%20Here/Time%20Schedule.pdf


There will be a total of 13 online quizzes given over the course of the semester. The quiz ques�ons are based on the assigned materials in
each module and are not cumula�ve. These un�med open-book quizzes are only able to be a�empted twice. The highest score of the two
will be used for grading purposes. 

Discussions (5 out of 6 @ 30 points each = 150 points total)

Over the course of the semester, there will be six interac�ve discussions of which each student is required to par�cipate in five. In other
words, the top five discussion scores during the semester will be used for grading purposes and the lowest single discussion score will be
dropped. Each discussion will take into account the student’s research and individual response to the discussion prompt, the student’s
interac�on with her/his classmates’ posts, and the student’s review of other posts. You should review the following documents before
a�emp�ng a discussion: Discussion Grading Rubric, A Sample Discussion Post, and Frequently Asked Ques�ons. Addi�onal resources:
Research and Wri�ng Assistance Informa�on and Using the Library Website Video (transcript here).  

Wri�ng Assignments (2 @ 60 points each = 120 points total)

For these research-based projects, students will be required to compose and submit two original wri�ngs that respond to specific topics
assigned by the instructor. For more informa�on, view: Wri�ng Assignment 1 and Wri�ng Assignment 2. Please note that you must
complete the 2 Wri�ng Assignments (with passing scores) in order to get a "C" in the course. In other words, even if you have the
necessary points to earn a "C" in the course, if you did not complete both of the Wri�ng Assignments with passing grades, you would
receive a "D" or "F" grade in the course. These papers are provided to Turni�n, a website that flags similarity and mechanical issues in
wri�en work that merit review. To see how to use Turni�n, visit Reviewing a TurnItIn Originality Report. Addi�onal resources: Research
and Wri�ng Assistance Informa�on and Using the Library Website Video (transcript here). 

Exams (2 @ 50 points each = 100 points total)

At specific �mes as noted on the "Time Schedule," each student is responsible for comple�ng a Mid-Term Exam and a Final Exam. These
non-proctored exams are open-book on-line objec�ve assessments (mul�ple choice, T/F, and/or matching) that can be found in the
appropriate module. For more specific informa�on, each module has a study guide: Mid-Term Exam Study Guide and Final Exam Study
Guide

STUDENTS’ EXPECTATIONS AND INSTRUCTOR’S EXPECTATIONS

GRADING

Grades will be posted within one week of the assignment due date. If more �me is needed, a communica�on will be posted advising
students of the new �me frame.

https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/d2l/common/dialogs/quickLink/quickLink.d2l?ou=260422&type=rubric&rCode=StPetersbu-1842385
https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/content/enforced/260422-DEV_REL2300_UNGER_0580/Module%2001/A%20Sample%20Discussion%20Post.pdf
https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/content/enforced/260422-DEV_REL2300_UNGER_0580/Module%2001/Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
https://spcollege.libguides.com/studentsneedtoknow
https://spcollege.ensemblevideo.com/hapi/v1/contents/permalinks/WelcomeToTheLibrary/view
https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/content/enforced/260422-DEV_REL2300_UNGER_0580/Begin%20Here/WelcomeVideoTranscript.pdf
https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/d2l/common/dialogs/quickLink/quickLink.d2l?ou=260422&type=dropbox&rcode=StPetersbu-1766944
https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/d2l/common/dialogs/quickLink/quickLink.d2l?ou=260422&type=dropbox&rcode=StPetersbu-1788551
https://mycoursessupport.spcollege.edu/reviewing-a-turnitin-report
https://spcollege.libguides.com/studentsneedtoknow
https://spcollege.ensemblevideo.com/hapi/v1/contents/permalinks/WelcomeToTheLibrary/view
https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/content/enforced/260422-DEV_REL2300_UNGER_0580/Begin%20Here/WelcomeVideoTranscript.pdf
https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/content/enforced/260422-DEV_REL2300_UNGER_0580/Begin%20Here/Time%20Schedule.pdf
https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/content/enforced/260422-DEV_REL2300_UNGER_0580/Module%2003/Mid-Term%20Exam%20Study%20Guide.doc
https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/content/enforced/260422-DEV_REL2300_UNGER_0580/Module%2009/Final%20Exam%20Study%20Guide.doc


MAKE-UP/LATE WORK

I do not allow late work outside of the provisions provided for each assignment (see the Time Schedule for this informa�on), nor do I allow
any kind of make-up work or extra credit. The course schedule has clear deadlines, so it is up to the student to meet them. In extreme
circumstances that prevent a student from accessing the class for an extended period of �me (i.e. extended illnesses, unexpected surgery,
etc.), there is a possibility to receive a grade of “I” (Incomplete). An “I” grade may be assigned to complete required course work only if the
student was prevented from comple�ng the course work due to non-academic reasons. In accordance with college policy, the “I” grade
will only be considered when the student has completed at least 80% of the graded course assignments and is passing the course at the
�me of request. All work must be completed by the end of the subsequent term. If the work is not completed within the prescribed �me
frame, the “I” will automa�cally change to an “F” grade.

PARTICIPATION, CONDUCT, & NETIQUETTE

SPC has outlined expecta�ons for student behavior and interac�on for online discussions, email, and other forms of communica�on. View
the Student Expecta�ons in How to be a Successful Student.

ACADEMIC HONESTY

View the Academic Honesty Policy.

ORIGINAL WRITING

In addi�on to the criteria listed in the assignment instruc�ons, all wri�en work must represent the students’ original wri�ng. “Original
Wri�ng” means the unique and crea�ve wri�en composi�on of the student using his/her own words and produced using his/her own
wri�ng skills. The use modified source material is not considered original wri�ng and will result in a reduced score for the assignment or a
rejec�on of the work submi�ed. In other words, it is not acceptable to use the general structure of course materials where synonyms are
u�lized in the place of some (or all) of the content. You also need to make sure you are using quotes and documenta�on to iden�fy the
words of your source materials. However, this should be very limited as original wri�ng comes from you, not your research sources. In a
college course where individual thinking is a goal, you really need to have the skill of transforming what you read into original wri�ng.
Think of it as a conversa�on about a topic that you are having with someone at a gathering. Do you string together sentences and phrases
that you read or do you explain it in your own words? Likewise, your wri�ng needs to demonstrate that you understand the material to
the point of explaining it to someone without the book in front of you. When you provide a response that strings together the sentences
of your sources, you are only demonstra�ng that you have the ability to find the answer, not that you understand it. Reading source
material should ini�ate original thoughts in your mind that are �ed to your understanding of the world around you. The resul�ng answers
should have your specific take on the main ideas. Addi�onally, it is not acceptable to submit work from another assignment, course, or
sec�on of this course (in whole or in part). For example, if you are repea�ng this course, you may not submit work you produced during a
previous a�empt.

https://mycourses.spcollege.edu/content/enforced/260422-DEV_REL2300_UNGER_0580/Begin%20Here/Time%20Schedule.pdf
http://www.spcollege.edu/addendum/
https://www.spcollege.edu/current-students/student-affairs/student-right-to-know


STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

As an SPC student, it's vital that you know Titans Care. You can access resources through SPC's Student Assistance Program (SAP) at
h�ps://mycoursessupport.spcollege.edu/student-assistance-program, a collabora�on resource for students with mental health or general
life issues. SAP provides help and educa�on in suicide preven�on, mental health, substance abuse awareness and more. It is SPC's belief
that suppor�ng mental wellness is everyone's charge, and that one loss as a result of substance abuse, mental illness, or suicide is one too
many. If you or a loved one are considering suicide, please call the Na�onal Suicide Preven�on lifeline at 1-800-273-8255.

COPYRIGHT

Copyrighted material within this course, or posted on this course website, is used in compliance with United States Copyright Law. Under
that law you may use the material for educa�onal purposes related to the learning outcomes of this course. You may not further
download, copy, alter, or distribute the material unless in accordance with copyright law or with permission of the copyright holder. For
more informa�on on copyright visit: www.copyright.gov.

TURNITIN

The instructor of this course may require use of Turni�n.com as a tool to promote learning. The tool flags similarity and mechanical issues
in wri�en work that merit review. Use of the service enables students and faculty to iden�fy areas that can be strengthened through
improved paraphrasing, integra�on of sources, or proper cita�on. Submi�ed papers remain as source documents in the Turni�n database
solely for the purpose of detec�ng originality. Students retain full copyright to their works. Review the Turni�n Usage Agreement.
Students who do not wish to submit work through Turni�n must no�fy their instructor via course email within the first seven days of the
course. In lieu of Turni�n use, faculty may require a student to submit copies of sources, preliminary dra�s, a research journal, or an
annotated bibliography. To learn how you can benefit from this tool, please view the Reviewing a TurnItIn/Originality Report tutorial.

STUDENT SURVEY OF INSTRUCTION

The Student Survey of Instruc�on is administered in courses each semester. It is designed to improve the quality of instruc�on at St.
Petersburg College. All student responses are confiden�al and anonymous and will be used solely for the purpose of performance
improvement.

TECHNOLOGY

https://mycoursessupport.spcollege.edu/student-assistance-program
http://www.copyright.gov/
http://turnitin.com/agreement.asp
https://mycoursessupport.spcollege.edu/reviewing-a-turnitin-report


MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

View the MyCourses Minimum Technology Requirements.

Students should know how to navigate the course and use the course tools. Dropbox-style assignments may require a�achments in either
Microso� Word (.doc or .docx) or Rich Text Format (.r�), so that they can be properly evaluated. If an a�achment cannot be opened by the
instructor, students will be required to re-format and re-submit an assignment so that it can be evaluated and returned with feedback. 

Minimum Technical Skills: Specify the minimum technical skills expected of the learner: general and course-specific learners must have to
succeed in the course.

MyCourses tutorials are available to students new to this LMS and are located at the beginning of the course. Most features on
MyCourses are accessible on mobile devices, although it is recommended that you use a computer for quizzes, tests, and essay
assignments.

ACCESSIBILITY OF TECHNOLOGY

MyCourses (Brightspace by Desire2Learn) Accessibility
Turni�n Accessibility
Google (YouTube) Accessibility

PRIVACY

MyCourses (Brightspace by Desire2Learn) Privacy
Turni�n Privacy
YouTube Privacy

TECHNICAL SUPPORT

Technical support is available via the Technical Support Desk.

End Syllabus

https://mycoursessupport.spcollege.edu/technical-requirements-for-mycourses
http://www.brightspace.com/about/accessibility
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/accessibility
http://www.google.com/accessibility/
http://www.brightspace.com/legal/privacy
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy
https://www.youtube.com/howyoutubeworks/user-settings/privacy/
https://mycoursessupport.spcollege.edu/technical-support-desk-call-center

