ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

___________________________________________________ 

PSY 1012: GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY, 3 credit Hours 
INSTRUCTOR: 

Name:  Sara Brzezinski
Contact Information: 
E-mail:  brzezinski.sara@spcollege.edu or MyCourses
Office Phone:  727-712-5455

Office Hours/Instructor Availability:  As posted by office or By Appointment

Office Location: LY 251
Instructor Web Page: http://it.spcollege.edu/course_info/inquiry.cfm?number=1847
ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT:


	Dean: Dr. Joseph Smiley

Office Location: Tarpon Springs, PS 105
Office Number: 727-712-5783


	Academic Chair: Dr. David Liebert

Office Location: Tarpon Springs, PS 109
Office Number: 727-712-5776




Welcome to General Psychology!  I hope this semester will be an eye opening experience into the broad field of Psychology.  I hope you not only learn the diverse areas presented in this class, but also how these areas apply to your own life and future career goals.  Please remember that the classroom (physical location as well as MyCourses) is a safe environment.  The content of this course as well as your fellow students deserve respect.  I ask that everyone approach the course material and information shared by others and myself respectfully and open-mindedly.  I would also like to remind you that all communications online will be saved and stored, allowing for future reference.  If you are having any problems or concerns in or outside of the classroom that may affect your success in the course, I highly encourage you to openly and effectively communicate these concerns to me before they possibly become serious problems.  I look forward to an exciting exploration with all of you!
COURSE INFORMATION:
Course Description:  This course is an introduction to the field of psychology. It includes the history, scientific methodology, major theoretical schools of thought, various approaches to interpersonal functioning, and human development. The psychological application of ethics as well as social and cultural diversity are integrated into the course. This course partially satisfies the writing requirements outlined in the General Education Requirements. Credit is not given for both PSY 1012 and PSY 1020H or IDS 1610. 

 

Course Goal:  The primary goal of this course is student success in demonstrating knowledge of the science of psychology and its applications. Specially, the student will:

· demonstrate knowledge of the historical roots of the science of psychology.

· demonstrate knowledge of research methods used in psychology.

· demonstrate knowledge of the major pillars of psychology.

· demonstrate knowledge of cultural and social diversity as applied to human behavior, thought, and emotion.

· demonstrate knowledge of research, writing, use of APA style, and critical thinking.
Prerequisites: ENC 0025 and REA 0017 or EAP 1695 or appropriate score on the SPC placement test.  
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK: 

Psychology. (2016). Houston: OpenStax.

You can find a free PDF copy of the textbook on MyCourses as well as at the following website: https://openstax.org/details/psychology.  If you would like a hardcover textbook, instead of the PDF, you can order one online from the website listed above. 
MEETING INFORMATION: 

Course Location:  Tarpon Springs Campus, PS 120

Meeting Days:  Tuesday and Thursday  

Class Times:  11:00am – 12:15pm
IMPORTANT DATES: 

Course Dates:  January 8, 2018 – May 4, 2018
Drop/Add:  January 8 – 12, 2018
Withdrawal Date:  March 21, 2018
No Class:  March 6 and March 8
DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC INFORMATION:

Please familiarize yourself with the college wide Student Rights and Responsibilities: http://www.spcollege.edu/webcentral/catalog/current/student_rights.htm and the Syllabus Addendum: http://www.spcollege.edu/webcentral/policies.htm
Cell Phones:  I require all cell phones to be silenced (vibrate or ringer off) prior to entering the classroom.  This is for the courtesy and respect of your fellow classmates and me in order to maintain a positive learning environment.  Use of cell phones during class time, in any form, is a violation of College Policy and subject to disciplinary action. If you need to take or make a phone call, I ask that you step outside of the classroom to do so.  I understand there are emergencies from time to time; all I ask is that you remain courteous and respectful to the learning environment and those involved.
Computer Use in Class:  The use of computers during class time is not required.  However, if you choose to use your computer during class time to access the textbook, take notes, or complete assignments, I expect you use it for strictly that purpose.  Should I find you using a computer for any other reason during class time, this may result is suspension of you being able to use your computer during class time or being asked to leave class for the day.

Academic Honesty: As reflected in SPC’s Honor Code, honesty and integrity are core values that should guide your conduct and decisions as members of the SPC community.  Plagiarism and cheating contradict these values, and so are very serious academic offenses.  Penalties can include a failing grade on an assignment or in the course, or expulsion from the college.  You are expected to familiarize yourself with and follow the college’s Honor Code (see http://www.spcollege.edu/webcentral/catalog/current/stu_affairs_honesty.htm).
ATTENDANCE: 

The college-wide attendance policy is included in the Syllabus Addendum http://www.spcollege.edu/webcentral/policies.htm. The policy notes that each instructor is to exercise professional judgment and define “active participation” in class (and therefore “attendance”), and publish that definition in each syllabus.  

For this class, attendance is an essential aspect to your learning process as well as an important factor in your successful completion of this course.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class.  If you are tardy, please check in with me at the end of class.  Excessive tardiness will not be tolerated.  If you know you will need to miss a class, it is important that you notify me as a courtesy.  If the student misses two consecutive weeks of class (four classes in a row), the student will be identified as no longer actively participating resulting in a grade of “W/F” being given during the week following March 21, 2018.  Should the consecutive absences occur after March 21, 2018 you will be given an “F” at the end of the semester.  Only you can voluntarily withdraw from a class.  The instructor cannot withdraw you from a course.  Your deadline for voluntary withdrawal with a grade of “W” is March 21, 2018.  If you do not show up for class the first two weeks, you will be administratively removed from the course as a “No Show”.

GRADING: 
Grades will be determined as follows:



Four Exams (50 Points each)



200 points

  



Chapter Assignments (5 points each)


  55 points



Myth Busters





  50 points

Total    
305 points
The grading scale will be as follows:


	Grade
	Point Range

	A
	274 - 305

	B
	244 - 273

	C
	213 - 243

	D
	183 - 212

	F
	182 - 0


Makeup Exams and Assignments:  It is your responsibility to be present for all exams and to turn assignments in on the appropriate due date.  Makeup exams will only be given at the instructor’s discretion and in documented dire circumstances.  Late assignments will be accepted at the instructor’s discretion and with proper documentation.

ASSIGNMENTS:  

Chapter Assignments (5 points each):  Chapter assignments will consist of worksheets, additional readings and response papers, critical thinking essays, etc.  Many of these assignments are designed for you to work with material prior to attending class.  All work needs to be completed individually unless otherwise specified.  You will be able to find the information about the assignments and the materials needed to complete them on MyCourses in the Course Content section.  Please make sure you follow the directions on each assignment.  All assignments are due to the dropboxes before class on the day in which they are due. The dropboxes will close at the start of class.    

Exams (50 points each):  There will be four exams.  They will consist of fifty-five multiple choice, true-false, and matching questions.  There will not be a cumulative final exam; however, the fourth exam will be administered during the final exam week.  You will be responsible for bringing your own scantron the day of exams.  Scantrons can be purchased at the bookstore.  

***To assist you in your studying, you will have multiple opportunities to participate in student led study groups.  Students who earn an A on exams 1-3 will be allowed to facilitate a one-hour study group during the weeks prior to the next exam.  These students will have the opportunity to earn five points extra credit or exchange the points for a missed weekly assignment.  I will collect the names of students who attend each study group.  You are welcome to attend as many as you wish.  Group leaders are allowed to attend sessions other than their own.  Students who attend these groups see improved results on their exam grades.  Those who lead the groups usually continue to be pleased with their exam grades.  The best way to learn and understand information is to teach it!***

Online Myth Busters Posts (50 points):  This assignment is designed for you to think critically and evaluate empirical evidence to draw conclusions about scientific claims related to the field of psychology.  You will be randomly assigned a myth.  Some of theses myths are true, some are false, and some are in between.  It is your job to research the topic and decide if the myth is “confirmed,” “plausible,” or “busted.” A “confirmed” myth would be one that, as stated, is generally considered to be true, while a “plausible” myth is one that, given the right definitions and conditions could be true. A “busted” myth is in no way true.   

You will post your responses in the appropriate discussion forum on MyCourses.  There will be multiple people with the same myth as you.  This will allow an academic debate or discussion about the topic.  Your original post must include your conclusion about the myth and be supported by academic sources.  You will cite and reference your sources in APA format.  You will not be able to view other students’ original posts until you have posted your document.  This will prevent any biases in your posting and maintain high ethical standards.  Your original post needs to include at least four references from peer reviewed academic journals and be at least 1,000 words in length.  You are allowed to use your textbook, but it will not count as one of your sources.  In order to help you be successful in this assignment, not only have I posted various resources online; but, you will have an orientation provided by the librarians and writing center. This will help to ensure you have completed the appropriate research prior to writing your essay. 

After the original post due date, you will have approximately two weeks to respond to at least one of your fellow classmates’ original posts, with the same myth as you.  You can agree or disagree to any level; however, you must have academic sources to support your claims.  Your response needs to be thoughtful and at least six sentences with APA citations and references listed at the end of your post.  Please proofread all posts before posting.  I encourage you to type your information in a word processing software, and then, copy and paste your work into the appropriate discussion forum. 

Extra Credit is available for this assignment.  You can earn a total of ten (10) extra credit points.  I will give you five (5) points for utilizing the librarians for your research.  The librarians will provide you with a card verifying your visit.  I will offer another five (5) points if you utilize the Writing Center in the Learning Support Commons for your original discussion post.
**The Myth Busters is a required assignment for this course.  Regardless of your grade in the class, if you do not complete the original essay, you will fail the course.**
STUDENTS’ EXPECTATIONS AND INSTRUCTOR’S EXPECTATIONS

This section is to remind you that your private information will be protected in this course.  Grades will only be discussed in a one on one setting or through MyCourses email.  Chapter assignments will be graded within one week from the date they are due in class.  Exam grades will be posted within 24 hours of completion.  The Myth Busters discussion posts will be graded within two to three weeks from the due date of the reply.

It is also important to respect the rights and privacy of everyone and to show respect in all forums this course operates in.  I encourage class participation and sharing; however, I only encourage you to share information that you feel comfortable sharing with everyone present.  Please use discretion when sharing private information.  If there is something you feel you need to discuss or any concerns that you need to address but do not feel comfortable doing so during class, please see me during office hours or make an appointment to meet with me on another day and time.    
STUDENT SURVEY OF INSTRUCTION:

The student survey of instruction is administered in courses each semester.  It is designed to improve the quality of instruction at St. Petersburg College.  All student responses are confidential and anonymous and will be used solely for the purpose of performance improvement. The SSI is completed through the class MyCourses page and found on the Table of Contents. Your instructor will remind the class at that point in the semester when the SSI is open and ready to complete. 
***The instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus at any time!***

Schedule

	Week
	Dates
	Material Covered
	Assignment(s) Due

	1
	1/9
	Introductions and Syllabus
Chapter 1 – Introduction to Psychology
	Signature page from syllabus due in class

	
	1/11
	Chapter 1 – Introduction to Psychology 
	Signature page from syllabus due in class

	2
	1/16
	Chapter 2 – Psychological Research
	

	
	1/18
	Chapter 2 – Psychological Research
	

	3
	1/23
	Discussion of Myth Busters Assignment & Library Introduction
	

	
	1/25
	Chapter 3 – Biopsychology
	Zimbardo Assignment

	4
	1/30
	Chapter 3 – Biopsychology
	

	
	2/1
	Chapter 5 – Sensation
	

	5
	2/6
	Chapter 5 – Perception

Meet in the Leepa Rattner Museum
	Culture & Perception Reading & Paper

	
	2/8
	Exam 1
	

	6
	2/13
	Chapter 4 – Hypnosis and  

Sleep & Dreams
	

	
	2/15
	Chapter 4 – Psychoactive Drugs


	Your Mind on Drugs Module and Worksheet

	7
	2/20
	Chapter 6 – Classical Conditioning   
	

	
	2/22
	Chapter 6 – Operant Conditioning & Observational Learning
	

	8
	2/26
	Chapter 8 – Memory
	Learning Exercise

	
	2/28
	Chapter 8 – Memory
	

	
	Have a safe spring break!  March 5 - 9

	9
	3/13
	Exam 2
	

	
	3/15
	Chapter 14 – Stress & Coping
	Stress Scales and Response Paper

	10
	3/20
	Chapter 14 – Stress & Coping
	

	
	3/21
	Last day to withdraw with a grade of “W.”

	
	3/22
	Chapter 12 – Social Psychology
	Implicit Associations Assignment

	
	3/23
	Original Myth Busters Post due by 11:55pm

	11
	3/27
	Chapter 12 – Social Psychology
	Social Psychology Worksheet

	
	3/29
	Chapter 9 – Lifespan Development
	

	12
	4/3
	Chapter 9 – Lifespan Development
	

	
	4/5
	Exam 3
	

	
	4/6 
	Myth Busters Reply Post due by 11:55pm

	13
	4/10
	Chapter 11 – Personality
	Personality Assignment

	
	4/12
	Chapter 10 – Emotions and Motivations
	

	14
	4/17
	Chapter 10 – Emotions and Motivations
	Expressing Emotions Worksheet

	
	4/19
	Chapter 15 – Psychological Disorders
	

	15
	4/24
	Chapter 15 – Psychological Disorders
	

	
	4/26
	Chapter 15 – Psychological Disorders
	Psychological Disorders Assignment

	Exam 4 – Thursday, May 3 at 10am
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SIGNATURE PAGE:  

I have read, understand, and agree to abide fully by the parameters set in this syllabus and Syllabus Addendum.

Student Signature:                                                                          Date:
Print Name:
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